[image: ]Populist Movement Activity
Economic Issues for Farmers:
1. What does it mean that farmers would mortgage their farms? (use your phone to look up the word if needed or ask me)


2. Why were farmers caught in a cycle of debt? (use evidence from the chart)


3. How do you think that farmers could get out of this debt? (give a solution)
[image: ]

The Grange:
4. Grange-

5. How did it help out the farmers? 


6. Why do you suppose they spend so much time fighting the railroads?


Populism:
7. [image: ]Why do you suppose they were called the “People’s Party”? (who do you think they appealed to most—read their platform)


8. [image: http://www.investinganswers.com/images/def%20--%20progressive%20tax.gif]One of the key aspects of their plan was a graduated income tax. Look at the Federal Income Tax Brackets Chart to the left—this is a graduated income tax. 
Based on what you learn from this chart, give a basic definition of a graduated income tax.


9. Why do you suppose the Populist wanted the political aspects of their platform?

10. Who would an 8 hour workday appeal to the most?
[image: ]
Gold/Silver Debate:
11. What was “bimetallism”—what did they want? (ask me if you can’t figure it out from the chart)


12. What was a “Gold Bug”? 

13. If you were living in 1896, which do you think you would have been: Silverite or Gold Bug? Why?


Political Cartoon:Vote
Monopoly
Cotton

14. What animal is “Monopoly”? Why do you suppose the cartoonist 
drew this animal to represent monopoly? (you need to know what 
a monopoly is first—look it up on your phone if you need to)


15. Read the caption at the bottom. What is the farmer 
about to do?

16. What is the message of this cartoon?


Election of 1896:
17. [image: ]Republican candidate McKinley was for staying on the gold standard. Who do you think might be typical people that would vote for him because of this? (who would it benefit)


18. Democrat candidate ______________________ (name) ran on bimetallism. What was his famous “_________________________” speech about?


19. [image: ]Why do you think McKinley won the election? (think about who would have supported him)


Political Cartoon
20. ________________________ is holding the gold cross in the cartoon. (use info. From above)
21. What do the crown of thrones and the cross refer too? (ask me if you are not sure)


22. Do you think Bryan sees himself as a savior of the working class? Explain.


“You shall not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns, you shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.” –William Jennings Bryan, Democratic Convention, 1896

Wizard of Oz—Allegory for the Populist Party 
[image: Image result for wizard of oz]The book/movie the Wizard of Oz is an allegory representing the Populist Party movement. See if you can figure out what each of the following mean. I have given you the answer for the first one.
1. Dorothy = “Miss Everyman”; American people at their best:  Independent, resourceful, kindhearted, honest all-American girl from the heartland
2. Cyclone = 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Yellow Brick Road =  
4. Silver Shoes =
5. Wizard = 
6. Scarecrow = 
7. Tinman =
8. Cowardly lion =
9. Wicked Witches of East & West =
10. Good Witches of North & South = 
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Gold/Sliver Debate

Central issue of campaign of 1896

* Wanted bimetallism—gov. would give citizens
either gold or rer in exchange for paper
currency

* Hoped it would stimulate the economy

“Gold bugs”

* Favored gold standard—backing currency
ONLY with gold

* Felt it would provide more stable currency
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Election of 1896

el Rep. William McKinley

¢ Gold standard

mmm Dem. William Jennings Bryan

¢ Bimetalism
* “Cross of Gold” speech—famous

* Said that “gold bugs” would “crucify mankind
upon a cross of gold” = meaning that using only
gold as a standard would destroy the working

class
* Populists supported him too

e Rep. McKinley won

* Brought an end to Populist Party
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conomic Issues for Farmers

Farmers often mortgaged their farms so

« Banks were foreclosing on numerous farms

Railroads were charging excessive prices
for shipping grain

Farmers caughtin a cycle of debt
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The Grange

Grange =
organization
for farmers

Purpose = gave social &
educational forum for
farmers

pent most o
their time
fighting RR
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Populism (“People’s Party”)
Platform (what they wanted):

Political:

Election of U.S.
senators by
popular vote,
single terms for
president &
vice-pres.,
secret ballot

Economic:

Increase in
money supply
(bimetallism),
graduated
income tax,
federal loan
program

8 hour
workday
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Federal Income Tax Brackets
for 2010

ingle Filers
10% $0 - $8,350

15% $8,351 - $33,950
2% $33,951 - $82,250

28% $82,251 - $171,650

33% $171,651 - $372,950

35% $372,951+





