
Return of the Monarchy in England 
 
Oliver Cromwell ruled until his death in 1658. Shortly afterward, the government he had established collapsed, and a new Parliament 
was selected. The English people were sick of military rule. In 1659, Parliament voted to ask the older son of Charles I to rule England. 

Charles II Reigns  

When Prince Charles entered London in 1660, crowds shouted joyfully and bells rang. On this note of celebration, the reign of Charles 
II began. Because he restored the monarchy, the period of his rule is called the Restoration. 
During Charles II’s reign, Parliament passed an important guarantee of freedom, habeas corpus. Habeas corpus is Latin meaning “to 
have the body.” This 1679 law gave every prisoner the right to obtain a writ or document ordering that the prisoner be brought before a 
judge to specify the charges against the prisoner. The judge would decide whether the prisoner should be tried or set free. Because of 
the Habeas Corpus Act, a monarch could not put someone in jail simply for opposing the ruler. Also, prisoners could not be held 
indefinitely without trials. 
In addition, Parliament debated who should inherit Charles’s throne. Because Charles had no legitimate child, his heir was his brother 
James, who was Catholic. A group called the Whigs opposed James, and a group called the Tories supported him. These two groups 
were the ancestors of England’s first political parties. 

James II and the Glorious Revolution  

In 1685, Charles II died, and James II became king. James soon offended his subjects by displaying 
his Catholicism. Violating English law, he appointed several Catholics to high office. When Parliament 
protested, James dissolved it. In 1688, James’s second wife gave birth to a son. English Protestants 
became terrified at the prospect of a line of Catholic kings. 
James had an older daughter, Mary, who was Protestant. She was also the wife of William of 
Orange, a prince of the Netherlands. Seven members of Parliament invited William and Mary to 
overthrow James for the sake of Protestantism. When William led his army to London in 1688, James fled to France. This bloodless 
over- throw of King James II is called the Glorious Revolution. 

Limits on Monarch’s Power 

At their coronation, William and Mary vowed to recognize Parliament as their partner in 
governing. England had become not an absolute monarchy but a constitutional monarchy, 
where laws limited the ruler’s power. 

English Bill of Rights  

To make clear the limits of royal power, Parliament drafted a Bill of Rights in 1689. This 
document listed many things that a ruler could not do: 

 no suspending of Parliament’s laws  

 no levying of taxes without a specific grant from  Parliament  

 no interfering with freedom of speech in Parliament  

 no penalty for a citizen who petitions the king about  grievances   
William and Mary consented to these and other limits on their royal power.   

Cabinet System Develops  

After 1688, no British monarch could rule without the consent of Parliament. At the same 
time, Parliament could not rule without the con- sent of the monarch. If the two disagreed, 
government came to a standstill.  
During the 1700s, this potential problem was remedied by the development of a group of 
government ministers, or officials, called the cabinet. These ministers acted in the ruler’s 
name but in reality represented the major party of Parliament. Therefore, they became the 
link between the monarch and the majority party in Parliament. 
Over time, the cabinet became the center of power and policymaking. Under the cabinet 
system, the leader of the majority party in Parliament heads the cabinet and is called the 
prime minister. This system of English government continues today. 
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