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The Kennedy Years (876) 
1. What were the concerns that some Americans had about Kennedy running for 

president?   
 

2. How did Kennedy and Nixon perform in the debate on Sept. 26, 1960? Why was 
that important?  

 
 

3. How did Kennedy react to Martin Luther King, Jr.’s imprisonment?  
 

4. At Kennedy’s inauguration he said “__________________________________ 
____________________________________________.”  

5. The Kennedy Years are often referred to Camelot. Why?  
 
 

6. Flexible response-  
 
 

7. When Fidel Castro took over Cuba in 1959, he declared himself communist, 
seized American refineries in Cuba, and broke up commercial farms into 
___________ to be worked by peasants. Most of the farms were American-
owned so the companies appealed to the U.S. ________________ to help.  

8. The Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961 was when 1,300 Cuban exiles (who had been 
trained by the CIA) with the support of the _______________________ landed in 
Cuba at the Bay of Pigs to began a revolution to overthrow Castro. What was the 
result of this invasion?  

 
 
9. In 1962, Soviet Premier ______________________________ (name) began 

sending nuclear weapons to Cuba. How did Kennedy respond?  
 

10. How did the Cuban Missile Crisis end?  
 
 

11. What was the Berlin crisis that led to the construction of the Berlin Wall?  
 
 

12. Explain the “hot line.”  
 
 

13. Limited Test Ban Treaty- 
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