
Why do you think Chinese 

culture was so influential on 

Japan, Korea, and Vietnam 

but these 3 cultures had little 

influence on China?



Chinese Influence

ÅNeighbors tried to emulate Chinese civilization

ÅSinification = to make Chinese in character or 
to change or modify by Chinese influence

ÅBlended with local conditions & creativity

ÅBuddhism helped transmit Chinese culture

ÅJapan, Korea, Vietnam were linked to China 
more than to the world



Japan
Å Myth ñJapanese were descendants of the sun goddess

Å Emperors trace linage back to sun goddess

Å Shintoism = òway of the godsó
ð Based on respect for nature & worship of ancestors

ð Polytheistic, animistic

ð Kami = divine spirits in nature

Å 4000 islands; not a lot of resources; 15% land farmable

Å 5 th & 6 th C. Chinese culture reached Japan (through Koreans)

Chinese Influences:

Å Attempted to mimic Chinese bureaucracy

Å Confucius thought

Å Chinese writing

Å Buddhism mixed w/ Shinto

Å Sent 600 Japanese on mission to China



Heian Periodð794-1185
Å B/c of the threat from Buddhist monks , 

moved the imperial court to Heian

Å Life at court was focused on luxury

ð Court filled with elaborate rituals & arts

ð Etiquette important

ð Best accounts in The Tale of the Genji ñ1 st

novel

Å Centralized gov.

Å Peace & security in land

Å òClassicaló Japan

Å Emperor ruled as òsons of heavenó& as 
descendent from Shinto sun goddess

Å Samurai originally served emperor, later 
Heian period served local rulers

Typical spring 

colors of Heian 

noblewoman



Noblewomen had: hair to ankles, blackened teeth, dyed clothing 
to match seasons, wore up to 12 dresses







Power Struggleð1stShogunate 
Å 12 th C. powerful families feuded

Å Gempei Wars ñTaira family lost to Minamoto family 
ð Peasants against samurai

ð Countryside destroyed



Kamakura Shogunate
Å 1185 -1333 ñMinamoto family est. military government
ð Emperor remained at court but had no real power (puppet 

of shogun until 1868)

Å Shogun = òsupreme general of emperorõs armyó; real 
power w/ Minamoto leader, not emperor
ð Beginning of feudalism in Japan

ð Imperial gov. broke down & continued to distance self 
from Chinese ways

Å Mongols attacked 2xs ñyet never took Japan: òwe ainõt 
afraid of no Mongolsó



Mongol Invasion of Japan



Japanese Feudalism
Began w/ Kamakura Shogunate:
Å Local nobles had their own military

Å Power of emperor decrease ñpower of aristocrats 
increase

Å Lords began to rule their own kingdoms

Å Built fortresses (castles) w/ ditches

Å Bushi ñleaders of the small states in 10 th c. 

Å Samurai ñwarriors who served bushi
ð Not rewarded w/ land but w/ income

ð Served same family for generations w/ absolute loyalty

Å Bushido ñsamurai code of honor (like code of 
chivalry)

Å Seppuku ñprocess of disembowelment (suicide if 
defeated so could retain family honor) [hara -kiri]

Å Peasants became serfs bound to land



Japanese Feudalism



Japanese vs. European Feudalism

Japan Europe

Nobility Emperor, Shogun, 

daimyo

Kings, lords

Warriors Samurai Knights

Code of 

Conduct

Bushido Code of Chivalry

ÅBoth developed in response to the need for 

security and stability

ÅEveryone had well defined social roles

ÅHelped preserve law and order



Samurai





Minamoto no Yoritomoñ 1st shogun 



Ashikaga Shogunate 1338-1573

Å 13 th & 14 th C. real power with families who controlled 
shoguns (military leaders ñdaimyos )

Å Taxes collected for public projects

Å Trade increased

Å Merchant guilds arose (for men & women)

Å Common currency

Å Civil war in late 15 th C. lessened power of emperor & 
shogunate

ð Bushi vassals acquired lands then divided among samurai

ð ~ 300 tiny kingdoms each ruled by daimyo (warlord) ñ
destroys the Ashikaga Shogunate



Shogunateôs Power Declines
Å15 th & 16 th C. code of bushido lost 

dominance

ÅBuilt large castles of stone & wood

ÅPeasant armies main fighting force

ÅSome Daimyo imposed centralization 

upon vassals



Japanese Art and Culture
ÅMuch of art was imitating 

Chinese

ÅSketches done in ink

ÅTea ceremony

ÅDecorative gardens


