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American Declaration of Independence (Excerpt) 

 

  

In Congress, July 4, 1776. 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary 

for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the 

opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments 

are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 

effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for 

light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 

sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and 

usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is 

their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient 

sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. 

The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the 

establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world… 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public 

Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures… 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures… 

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us… 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent 

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury 



Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (France) (Excerpt) 

Background: Once they had agreed on the necessity of drafting a declaration of rights, the deputies of the National Assembly 

still faced the daunting task of composing one that a majority could accept. After several days of debate and voting, the 

deputies decided to suspend their deliberations on the declaration, having agreed on seventeen articles. These laid out a new 

vision of government, in which protection of natural rights replaced the will of the King as the justification for authority. Many 

of the reforms favored by Enlightenment writers appeared in the declaration: freedom of religion, freedom of the press, no 

taxation without representation, elimination of excessive punishments, and various safeguards against arbitrary 

administration. 

  

Source: Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, 26 August 1789 

 

The representatives of the French people, constituted as a National Assembly, and considering that ignorance, neglect, or 

contempt of the rights of man are the sole causes of public misfortunes and governmental corruption, have resolved to set 

forth in a solemn declaration the natural, inalienable and sacred rights of man: so that by being constantly present to all the 

members of the social body this declaration may always remind them of their rights and duties; so that by being liable at 

every moment to comparison with the aim of any and all political institutions the acts of the legislative and executive 

powers may be the more fully respected; and so that by being founded henceforward on simple and incontestable 

principles the demands of the citizens may always tend toward maintaining the constitution and the general welfare. 

In consequence, the National Assembly recognizes and declares, in the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme 

Being, the following rights of man and the citizen: 

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be based only on common utility. 

2. The purpose of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man. These rights 

are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression. 

3. The principle of all sovereignty rests essentially in the nation. No body and no individual may exercise authority which 

does not emanate expressly from the nation… 

6. The law is the expression of the general will. All citizens have the right to take part, in person or by their representatives, 

in its formation. It must be the same for everyone whether it protects or penalizes. All citizens being equal in its eyes are 

equally admissible to all public dignities, offices, and employments, according to their ability, and with no other distinction 

than that of their virtues and talents. 

7. No man may be indicted, arrested, or detained except in cases determined by the law and according to the forms which it 

has prescribed. Those who seek, expedite, execute, or cause to be executed arbitrary orders should be punished; but 

citizens summoned or seized by virtue of the law should obey instantly, and render themselves guilty by resistance. 

8. Only strictly and obviously necessary punishments may be established by the law, and no one may be punished except by 

virtue of a law established and promulgated before the time of the offense, and legally applied. 

9. Every man being presumed innocent until judged guilty, if it is deemed indispensable to arrest him, all rigor unnecessary 

to securing his person should be severely repressed by the law. 

10. No one should be disturbed for his opinions, even in religion, provided that their manifestation does not trouble public 

order as established by law. 

11. The free communication of thoughts and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man. Every citizen may 

therefore speak, write, and print freely, if he accepts his own responsibility for any abuse of this liberty in the cases set by 

the law… 

13. For maintenance of public authority and for expenses of administration, common taxation is indispensable. It should be 

apportioned equally among all the citizens according to their capacity to pay. 

14. All citizens have the right, by themselves or through their representatives, to have demonstrated to them the necessity 

of public taxes, to consent to them freely, to follow the use made of the proceeds, and to determine the means of 

apportionment, assessment, and collection, and the duration of them. 

15. Society has the right to hold accountable every public agent of the administration. 

16. Any society in which the guarantee of rights is not assured or the separation of powers not settled has no constitution. 

17. Property being an inviolable and sacred right, no one may be deprived of it except when public necessity, certified by 

law, obviously requires it, and on the condition of a just compensation in advance. 



“Letter from Jamaica” by Simon Bolivar (Excerpt) 

Background: In 1815, the fight for the independence of the Spanish colonies in Latin America was on the defensive. Simón 

Bolívar, a member of the Venezuelan planter class and a leading figure in the movement, was in exile. Learning of the 

propaganda being made against the cause of independence, he once more used his pen to counteract this influence. From the 

island of Jamaica, he issued a letter analyzing the current and future perspectives of the independence struggle. An admirer of 

the British parliamentary system, Bolívar argued for a balance of power in the different branches of government, although 

later he asserted strong executive rule while in power. The "Letter of Jamaica" is counted as one of the greatest documents 

from the pen of Bolivar.  

 

  

Source: Simon Bolivar; Reply of a South American to a Gentleman of this Island [Jamaica]; Kingston, Jamaica, September 6, 
1815. 
 
We are a young people. We inhabit a world apart, separated by broad seas. We are young in the ways of almost all the arts 
and sciences, although, in a certain manner, we are old in the ways of civilized society. I look upon the present state of 
America as similar to that of Rome after its fall. Each part of Rome adopted a political system conforming to its interest and 
situation or was led by the individual ambitions of certain chiefs, dynasties, or associations. But this important difference 
exists: those dispersed parts later reestablished their ancient nations, subject to the changes imposed by circumstances or 
events. But we scarcely retain a vestige of what once was; we are, moreover, neither Indian nor European, but a species 
midway between the legitimate proprietors of this country and the Spanish usurpers. In short, though Americans by birth we 
derive our rights from Europe, and we have to assert these rights against the rights of the natives, and at the same time we 
must defend ourselves against the invaders. This places us in a most extraordinary and involved situation… 
The role of the inhabitants of the American hemisphere has for centuries been purely passive. Politically they were 
nonexistent. We are still in a position lower than slavery, and therefore it is more difficult for us to rise to the enjoyment of 
freedom… States are slaves because of either the nature or the misuse of their constitutions; a people is therefore enslaved 
when the government, by its nature or its vices, infringes on and usurps the rights of the citizen or subject. Applying these 
principles, we find that America was denied not only its freedom but even an active and effective tyranny… 
We have been harassed by a conduct which has not only deprived us of our rights but has kept us in a sort of permanent 
infancy with regard to public affairs. If we could at least have managed our domestic affairs and our internal administration, 
we could have acquainted ourselves with the processes and mechanics of public affairs. We should also have enjoyed a 
personal consideration, thereby commanding a certain unconscious respect from the people, which is so necessary to 
preserve amidst revolutions. That is why I say we have even been deprived of an active tyranny, since we have not been 
permitted to exercise its functions. 
Americans today, and perhaps to a greater extent than ever before, who live within the Spanish system occupy a position in 
society no better than that of serfs destined for labor, or at best they have no more status than that of mere consumers. Yet 
even this status is surrounded with galling restrictions, such as being forbidden to grow European crops, or to store products 
which are royal monopolies, or to establish factories of a type the Peninsula itself does not possess. To this add the exclusive 
trading privileges, even in articles of prime necessity, and the barriers between American provinces, designed to prevent all 
exchange of trade, traffic, and understanding. In short, do you wish to know what our future held?--simply the cultivation of 
the fields of indigo, grain, coffee, sugar cane, cacao, and cotton; cattle raising on the broad plains; hunting wild game in the 
jungles; digging in the earth to mine its gold--but even these limitations could never satisfy the greed of Spain. So negative 
was our existence that I can find nothing comparable in any other civilized society. 



Haitian Constitution of 1801 (Excerpt) 

 

Background: The Saint-Domingue Constitution of 1801 (also referred to as Toussaint Louverture's Constitution) was 

promulgated on July 8th, 1801 by the Governor General Toussaint Louverture, who sent a letter to Napoléon on the 1801 

Constitution accompanying this document. The letter and constitution was brought to Napoléon Bonaparte by Toussaint 

Louverture's friend, the French Colonel Vincent, who had been stationed in Saint-Domingue. 

 

 

The representatives of the colony of Saint-Domingue, gathered in Central Assembly, have arrested and established 

the constitutional bases of the regime of the French colony of Saint-Domingue as follows:… 

Art. 3. - There cannot exist slaves on this territory, servitude is therein forever abolished. All men are born, live and 

die free and French. 

Art. 4. – All men, regardless of color, are eligible to all employment. 

Art. 5. – There shall exist no distinction other than those based on virtue and talent, and other superiority afforded by 

law in the exercise of a public function. 

The law is the same for all whether in punishment or in protection… 

Art. 12. – The Constitution guarantees freedom and individual security. No one shall be arrested unless a formally 

expressed mandate, issued from a functionary to whom the law grants the right to order arrest and detention in a 

publicly designated location. 

Art. 13. – Property is sacred and inviolable. All people, either by himself, or by his representatives, has the free right 

to dispose and to administer property that is recognized as belonging to him. Anyone who attempts to deny this right 

shall become guilty of crime towards society and responsible towards the person troubled in his property… 

Art. 42. – Citizen shall have an inalienable right to be judged by arbiters at their choice. 

 


