
Cold War Begins Activity



Potsdam Conference—July 1945
As WWII in Asia was still wagged on, the Allied Powers 

met in Potsdam, Germany to discuss the war’s end.

Key leaders: 

• U.S. President Truman

• British Prime Minister Attlee

• USSR leader Stalin

Key Decisions:

• Creation of the United Nations

• Germany divided into 4 occupation zones

• Russia’s western front moved into Poland

This is the last cooperation between the U.S. and 

USSR for years.

(While there, Truman gets news that Manhattan Project 

had successfully tested the atomic bomb.)





Germany: 4 Zones



Berlin Zones



Cold War

Cold War

• an era of indirect 

confrontation and 

competition between the 

U.S. and the USSR (1945-

1990) 

Iron 

Curtain

• “…an iron curtain has 

descended across the 

Continent.  Behind that line 

lays all of the capitals of 

the ancient states of central 

and eastern Europe.”

Winston Churchill—May 5, 

1946







U.S. Cold War Policies

Marshall Plan (1948)

U.S. economic aid 

to European nations 

($13 billion)

Western Europe 

accepted

Eastern Europe 

(Stalin) rejected 

Truman Doctrine (1947)

Provided military & financial aid to Greece and Turkey to 

ensure they did not fall to communism

Containment
U.S. would prevent any 

further extension of 

communism

Policy throughout the entire

Cold War















U.S. vs. USSR
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New Alliances

• (North Atlantic Treaty Organ.)

• 10 Western European nations, 

U.S., & Canada formed a 

defensive alliance 

NATO

• USSR & satellite nations 

• Never republics of Soviet Union

• USSR had political and economic 

influence over Eastern Bloc allies

Warsaw 

Pact







Cold War Begins Activity Notes



Division of Germany

• 1948—U.S., France, & Great 

Britain combined their zones 

to form West Germany 

(democratic)

• U.S.S.R. controlled East 

Germany (communist)

• Split Berlin—the capital

Federal Republic

Of Germany 

(West Germany)

German 

Democratic

Republic

(East Germany)

Berlin



Berlin Airlift 

• Soviets set up blockade from 

West Germany to West Berlin 

– US airlifted supplies into West 

Berlin—11 months

• Soviets ended blockade in 

May 1949
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